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viseedby Service officers abroad they may pass, otherwise disinfect by immersion in two 
parts formalin solution to one hundred parts water." 

The Service officers referred to in the order are officers of the United States Marine- 
Hospital Service, stationed abroad, usually in the office of the United States consuls, 
to aid in the protection of the public health interests of the United States. By 
instructing your agents abroad to confer with these medical officers as to the proper 
sanitary precautions to adopt at ports of embarkation, it will be found that they are 
stationed there not only in the interests of public health but also to aid in expediting 
commerce. 

Respectfully, W. W. McKay, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. J2. S. 
Mr. Jos. D. Phillips, 

California and Oriental Steamship Company, San Diego, Cal. 

Whooping cough, measles, and chicken pox in Georgetown, 8. G. 

Georgetown, S. C, January 29, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to inform you that there exists in this city at 
present a number of cases of whooping cough, several cases of measles, 
and two or three cases of chicken pox. 

Eespectfully, C. "Williams Bailey, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. S. 8., In Gharge. 

Smallpox in Arkansas. 

Little Book, Ark., February 2, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that smallpox is prevailing in at 
least half the counties in this State. For more than a year it has been 
gradually spreading from one locality to another, sometimes undetected 
and frequently unreported. On account of the mild nature of the dis- 
ease in the present outbreak, stringent measures have not been adopted 
in some places, while apparently nothing has been attempted in certain 
localities. No statistical reports can be obtained from the State board 
of health, as the local authorities are not required to report to them. In 
the city of Little Eock there are now under treatment about 40 cases 
out of a total of 160 cases that have been reported. Eight deaths from 
smallpox have occurred in this city since October, 1899. 

The president of the State board of health stated that smallpox has 
been reported in the counties named below. In some of them it still 
prevails to an alarming extent. It has been checked in some of the 
counties on the list and in a few eradicated. The following are the 
counties : Arkansas, Benton, Colombia, Conway, Crittenden, Drew, 
Faulkner, Green, Independence, Jackson, Jefferson, Lawrence, Lin- 
coln, Logan, Perry, Phillips, Prairie, Pulaski, Saline, White, "Woodruff, 
Fulton, and Scott. A glance at the map of Arkansas will show that the 
disease has visited nearly every section of the State, and the indications 
are that it will eventually spread entirely over it. 

Eespectfully, " L. P. Gibson, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. 8. 

Smallpox in Los Angeles, Gal. 

Los Angeles, Cal. , January 18, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to report the presence in this city of 3 cases 

of variola. The first case came from Smithfield, Mo., about two weeks 

ago, but was not recognized as a case of variola until two days ago, 

when the diagnosis was made by Health Officer Powers. Two other 
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members of the same family became infected about one week ago. The 
cases were placed in the pesthouse and the exposed persons placed in 
quarantine, and all places and things disinfected. It is not believed 
that any new cases will occur. 

Eespectfuily, L. E. Cofer, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 

Status of smallpox in Washington, D. 0. 

Washington, D. C, January 27, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to state that since my letter of the 23d instant 
there have been reported 2 new cases of smallpox — one on the 24th and 
the other to-day. There were, therefore, at 3 o'clock p. m., this day, 
4 cases of smallpox in this District, all confined at the hospital. 
Eespectfuily, H. C. McLean, 

Deputy Health Officer. 

Washington, D. C, February 2, 1900. 
Sie : I have the honor to report the occurrence in this District on the 
29th ultimo of an additional case of smallpox. On the 31st ultimo 1 
patient was discharged cured from the smallpox hospital. There were, 
therefore, in this District at 4 o'clock to-day, 4 cases, all confined in the 
hospital. 

Eespectfuily, H. C. McLean, 

Deputy Health Officer. 

Smallpox in Clay County, Ind. 

Indianapolis, Ind., January 28, 1900. 

Sir: In reply to your circular letter "G. T. V." of January 25, it 
would be impossible to give you the number of cases of smallpox in Clay 
County without taking a regular census. The disease has been epi- 
demic there since last November, the physicians calling it chicken pox. 
An accidental telegram from a correspondent in that part of the 
country disclosed the state of affairs, for he described smallpox per- 
fectly. It was this that led the State health officer to investigate the 
situation. In that county and adjoining counties, one may meet every- 
where people in all stages of the disease, going and coming as if per- 
fectly well. Severe cases, of course, have to remain at home and in bed. 
We have 1 hemorrhagic case near Clay City, reported Saturday, Jan- 
uary 27 ; also several cases of confluent and many semiconfluent cases. 
We have practitioners in this State who still cling to the statement that 
the disease is chicken pox, after the fullest information has been 
accorded them. As there is no law by which their public assertions 
may be stopped, we are so far helpless. 

Eegretting I can not give more satisfactory information, I am, 
Eespectfuily, J. N. Hurty, 

Secretary State Board of Health. 

Smallpox in Shreveport, La. 

Shreveport, La., January 25, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to report as follows (report to and including 
January 24) : 

Number of smallpox cases remaining under treatment last report to 
January 17, 32 ; admitted since last report, 32 ; total to be accounted 



